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Young Men's Buddhist Association

Nepal Regional Centre of World Fellowship of Buddhist Youth (W.EB.Y)
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Govt. Reg. No. 54/1240/057/058
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Homage to the Triple Gems

(Estd. 1970 AD)
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(Affiliated to Dharmodaya Sabha,
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26 Central Executive Committee
(2019 -2021 A.D.)

Dharma Director
Ven. Dr. Bhiskhu Gyanapurnik

President
Ms. Arnitara Bajracharya
£ 9841890175, 5543477

Immediate Past President
Mr. Rajesh Shakya (Okubahal)
9841 323548, 5-202843

1t Vice-President

Mr. Asha Ratna Shakya

9849 694494, 5-193410

2" Vice-President
Mr. Gyan Muni Shakya
9841485245, 5540092

General Secretary

Mr. Nanda Ratna Shakya (Sanubhai)
9841 974757

Treasurer

Mr. Tej Bajracharya

9841 560118, 5-534985

Secretary
Mr. Rajan Shakya
9841565670

Joint. Secretary
Mrs. Bidya Shakya
9841 076251, 5550062

Joint. Treasurer
Mr. Babu Raj Bajracharya
9841464394, 5538091

Publicity Secretary

Mr. Mahesh Shakya

9841 377944

Executive Members

Mr. Buddha Ratna Shakya

9841 651265

Mr. Suresh Bajracharya
841204216, 5-534694

Mr. Bhai Raja Shakya
9813 502855, 5-539136

Mr. Sanam Shakya

9803 214009, 5-531904

Mr. Hem Ratna Bajracharya

9841 247669

Bhai Raja Shakya

2855, 5539136

91081, 5-534962

Mr. Mitru Raj Shakya

9841 456618, 5-547395
Mrs. Gyan Shova Bajracharya
9813526836, 5534702
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Mr. Surendra Raj Shakya
9841 437452

Mr. Pradip Bajracharya
9841 288942, 5520227

Headquarters :
Lok Kirti Mahavihar (Kinhubahi)
ItiTole, Lalitpur
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DRUK ODIYANA FOUNDATION

(Registered Under the Religious Organization Act of Bhutan)

A Humble Tribute to a Great Buddhist Craftsman

The Druk Odiyana Foundation and its affiliate Dratshangs, institutions, Lams and Monks
would like to pay our respects to late Mr. Raj Kumar Shakya (1966-2021), a great Buddhist
craftsman with inborn skills unparalleled in the world. We would also like to offer our heartfelt
condolences and prayers for the well-being of his family members in this tragic and
unfortunate times.

In his untimely passing at a young age of 55 years, we have lost a great soul who had made
tremendous contributions in promoting the Buddhist Arts and Crafts in Asia including
Mongolia, China, and Bhutan and in his own country, Nepal.

We are truly grateful to late Mr. Shakya for his vision and skills in helping us build the statue
of Guru Nangsi Zilnoen at Takila, Lhuentse in Bhutan as per the prophecy of Terton Lerab
Lingpa which was initiated by our Founder late Khenpo Karpo Rinpoche during 5 years from
2008-2013. The 157 feet tall Guru statue made of gold and copper could not be built without
the skill and craftsmanship of late Mr. Shakya. | as a co-initiator of the project had the
privilege and honor to support and work with these two great souls to complete the project
for the benefit of sentient beings.

Itis also truly heart wrenching to note that had it not been for the cruelty of this pandemic to
shorten his life, Mr. Shakya was on course to build another magnificent Buddhist monument
in Mongolia, a 350 feet tall Guru statue. Therefore, we the Druk Odiyana Foundation family
consisting of Truelkus, Lamas and Monks would like to pray and continue to pray for the swift
return and rebirth of Mr. Shakya to complete his great mission.

(Kunzang Tobgyel)

Thimphu,
8 July 2021

Thimphu Office, Post Box 688. Tel: +975-2-334857. Fax: +975-2-336182
Ugyen Dognag Yoesel Chholing, Takela, Tangmachu, Lhuntse, Eastern Bhutan. Tel: +975-4-510900
Email: odiyana@druknet.bt. Website: www.drukodiyana.org bt
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Rajkumar Shakya: An artist of
profound skill, precision, patience,
and compassion

In memory of Raj Kumar Shakya
HT FERUTHT T TEAFATT
Tty T AT ST gHIES
e FHEamT THHRATT T A WS
THEHTAA R FHvheehl AT AEFRATT
Hiferr ety sreame, fosmer o
forame fager FAER THEHAT

IFTFRT AE™

Why late Raj Kumar Shakya Will
inspire A whole new generation of
traditional artists
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Rajkumar Shakya; a personal re-
membrance
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Wﬂ'l’st Repousse a1 | Repousse Meq B WIS
31TQ"<=hlf 2 | A literal meaning of Repousse in French is 'to push
back'.
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AT HTGehRT FHelTpiqee g1 | Achlier THIHT TSITe% aiel STHAT
E=TdT A T i ST-HATEAT ToIeedT @Hl SR T 03
FHATHS ATHIdee FEIT T4 I el R | dohifas areen
Hoal ST fafgaifeg Hoaal fufor merr fava ufag et Af<wmr
T R T TSETHT STU=hadl T TRITHT T | T HISHTSIR
TIIRATIERT T I ATUSehellehl STgaH FYAT 3T diehed |

Ted Ufg MT@TRT TS Yol TR et HISHTST IUcTehrdT
STHRAT SME TS TS @ farg ol ufq ol TTeeT T Ut
Fror fafr= feg we wietee fmir o @me | 3% wf<teer
U TqUShelTRl ST S WIATHT AT | STE HISHTEIAT TRt
AT, TS TTRTRT GTg TN T FelcHh TRUHRN S | I T
20RY AT Teehiich TSI IUTERIGT IMeet 2R fhe o7l wd Seaeh!
ITER T ATqushelTeRl AreHaTe ffor T ameeht Ry | 97
WTh! TR TAF a9 SHIATh THIAT HISHTSIR TE-AGLT
HATTITOTEATS S3ThT SATHT BTt ToF ufT gar i et & |

e gfafer
HTUSAT AT Tfaferes T Ut FHROT a6 Tfafaes werers
BT Tk AT HATATS THMT PRT Hichd | GTqU=haT HThd T3T

2 | Hfde® aeTEE
aS ATBR ASTARIAR AT



Ferregia fmfor 7 o s fata= wifafus geweas TEET
ITIRT TH ST §75 | aTgusiehalT HTatasTe U3eT dheflehl gotT -
T TR UM & T T SET §S |

2. =ISIT (Sketching)

R. ZISIT (Embossing)

2. HISIT (Fitting)

¥%. hdlSAT (Embroidering)
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3. AT (Fitting) ¥ . &ArsIT (Embroidering)
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Rajkumar Shakya: An artist of
profound skill, precision, patience,
and compassion

n 2004, I was designing the temple for the

World Center for Peace and Unity, at the
United Nations’ World Heritage development
site in Lumbini. In addition to a large Buddha
Shakyamuni in the Main Hall, we were
planning dozens of statues bothin the Main Hall
and ringing the shrine in a Circumambulation
Corridor we use for walking meditation. We
wanted a very specific style for these statues:
the style used between the 7* and 13" centuries,
which was the height of Buddhist artistic expression. We would
need a highly trained artist to make these statues. My search
began.

Guru Rinpocche

Patan, Nepal is undisputedly the epicenter of contemporary
Buddhist arts, and is a logical place to find such an artist. My
late great uncle—who almost single-handedly built Sankhu
Monastery —was in Nepal and able to help. Many of my relatives,
who are also artists, spoke with him, recommending Rajkumar
as the best choice particularly for large artworks. My great uncle
and Rajkumar came to an agreement that Rajkumar would create
many of the large statues for the Center.

Rajkumar Shakya was a true master of repousse: beating sheets
of precious metal from the reverse side to create a shape or
pattern in high relief. This technique is particularly useful for
large statues; our sitting Buddha statue in Lumbini is five meters
tall.

He was also an inspired choice for us, as he offered a deep level
of collaboration and service. These were among his hallmarks.
Most artisans are only knowledgeable about contemporary
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or more recent styles, which are very different from what we
wanted. It is not easy for professionals to change their way of
working, but Rajkumar was very open to our ideas, listened
carefully, and adapted his style to the needs of the project. We
worked together to determine the exact designs for each statue.

I mainly researched Indo-Tibetan written and practice sources
and some ancient Indian iconography; Rajkumar researched
Newari sources in museums, libraries, and temples throughout
Kathmandu. We took inspiration from statues of all kinds—
stone, copper, and bronze of the period. We wanted the statues,
particularly the Buddha in the Main Meditation Hall, to be both
magnificent and minimal; I have found that this is very peaceful,
and very powerful. Later styles are often gilded, but I find the
gold a distraction when meditating, whereas sitting before the
simpler design and darker color of an unadorned copper statue
is conducive to reaching a deep meditative state.

Rajkumar and I worked closely together. He said that often,
when someone commissions a statue, they only specify the
name, size, and whether the statue should be gold plated or not.
But we collaborated on every inch, discussing style, proportion,
expression, finish —everything. I offered my ideas; he offered his
ideas; we went back and forth—and when we didn't agree we
researched further until we came to a mutual decision. Rajkumar
was already extremely knowledgeable; he was also very precise,
paying attention to every tiny detail, listening carefully, and
noting all the requirements. He never forgot anything we
discussed, recalling all the specifics from one conversation to the
next, which made him a pleasure to work with.

Although this collaboration began with the statues for the World
Center for Peace and Unity, we worked together for more than a
decade, jointly designing statues for the Dharmakaya Center for
Wellbeing in New York and the Trungram Monastery in Eastern
Tibet, as well. Each statue is unique; each is custom made. We
began with the historic resources, then considered the effect on
the practitioners, creating written and visual descriptions before
he began his work.
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Rajkumar Shakya will be considered in the pantheon of great
Buddhist artists, on par with the 13" century master Araniko.
His work inspires people not only across Nepal, but in Bhutan,
China, Japan, South Korea, France, Italy, and the United States.
I have meditated before his statues both in Lumbini and New
York, and have joined others in finding it a profound experience.

Wewill remember Rajkumar for his superb skill, his extraordinary
patience and precision, and his deep kindness and compassion.
Even though he passed away far too young, I am sure he left
his skills to his brothers and students, ensuring that these vital
artistic traditions will be kept alive for the benefit of future
generations.

IS g
aS ATBR ASTARIAR AT



In memory of Raj Kumar Shakya

In searching for an artist to create a suitably
uplifting and auspicious repoussé panel

to install at the entrance of my reception and L ——
teaching hall in the north of Thailand, I was G
directed to Mr. Shakya, as the preeminent artist 4

in Nepal for such a project. Upon entering his
workshop his masterful skill was immediately
anq strikingly apparent in the NUMETOUS 4.1, A chalo Bhikkii
projects underway. Working at such
a large scale and maintaining such an
exquisite sense of refinement, detail and balance in his work
was something unique in Nepal, if not the world. Although
recognized as one of the greatest artists in Nepal, equally striking
as his work was Mr. Shakya’s friendliness and humility. Despite
being extremely busy and undoubtedly under pressure from
work deadlines he exuded a joyful and even playful manner
discussing design details. Rajkumar Shakya was focused and
attentive, determined to understand and reproduce precisely
what I had in mind. The fusion of an ancient masterpiece in a
form is suitable for a more contemporary setting. This was a
man who clearly loved his work and his art. It was an honor and
pleasure to have met and collaborated with him, and I consider
myself very fortunate in having one of his last great works at my
monastery. His passing is a great loss and my deepest sympathies
go out to his family and friends and to all who were touched by
his great talent.

May the great merits accumulated through playing a central
role in developing renowned places of Buddhist practice be a
source of blessing to Rajkumar in all of his lives until attaining
Buddhahood!
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Why late Raj Kumar Shakya
Will inspire A whole new generation
of traditional artists

ate Raj Kumar Shakya was probably the
world’s best repousse artist. Having met,
known and worked with Raj Kumar for nearly
three decades, his 54 years of short life can
be read like a book on “what it takes to be a
successful artist. To mark the 45" day of his
passing, I have captured the key attributes PRI
of this great artist so that others may learn — A, Chitrakar
and strive to succeed. Raj Kumar was a very
successful craftsman and success is contagious.

Raj Kumar was passionate and set big goals

When it came to any piece of art work, no matter what the size
or scale, Raj Kumar knew he could do it. This made him a very
confident person and there was no task that he said no to. He
knew his own capacity and was always willing to take it to the
next level. The colossal statue of Guru Padmasambhava that Raj
Kumar built in Bhutan is not a small feat. The statue of liberty in
New York would be the only famous statue that is comparable.
Raj Kumar succeeded because he had the passion and he
believed in himself. The time and effort it took to craft each
of the masterpieces Raj Kumar has gifted to the world did not
matter either, because he loved what he did. He was dedicated to
promoting and preserving the repoussé art and all the skills and
techniques that went with this. The most important lesson is that
Raj Kumar was not afraid to set big goals.

He was rooted in the community and articulated well

When you undertake any major project, one realizes that human
resource is your biggest variable. Countries like South Korea and
Japan understood this and so did Raj Kumar. He was always
on the lookout for skilled people like himself. He has taken
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them into his team and then trained them. He was also a person
who trusted people and hence was able to expand his work
into the larger community. He did this because he was deeply
rooted in this community and was trusted and respected by
the community in return. He spent a lot of time engaging the
community through many events. He never said no to a chance
to speak at these events. He could put his ideas very clearly
and was always well prepared to engage the audience. Being
an active member of the community and a good communicator
made Raj Kumar a success.

Raj Kumar was a good teacher

Three decades ago Raj Kumar worried that there were so few
families left that were still in the repousse tradition that it could
disappear completely. In thirty years the art is well and alive
and reaching all corners of the globe from Patan, thanks to Raj
Kumar’s effort as a teacher. A whole new generation of successful
artists in Patan have benefitted from the knowledge and skills
that were presented to them by Raj Kumar. Young people who
aspired to master the craft also got a chance to work with and for
Raj Kumar where they could start from scratch, make mistakes
correct them and become good at what they were crafting under
the watchful eyes of the master. As more and more work was
generated, more and more young people came back to their
traditional work. With economic growth in Asia and greater
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understanding of Buddhism and its significance, the demand for
these skills will grow.

Raj Kumar understood and applied science, technology and
geometry to his work

The ability to open your mind to new and relevant information,
new tools, and techniques and to constantly be learning is the
key characteristics of a successful person. Raj Kumar adopted
the computer; he always relied on applied science and was really
good with practical geometry. He would always be telling young
artists to learn science and be good with numbers and was always
a role model who practiced what he taught. He could generate
computer models of art and craft and add the perspective of the
artists to these models to create masterpieces. He felt that art
made without perfect mathematical proportions did not do well
in the market. This ability and dedication to combine the best
of applied science and art is what made his creation do so well
in the market. Once again size and scale demanded the use of
science and technology.

Raj Kumar was a good businessman

History is full of great artists who had nothing in the form of
wealth and a comfortable life. Hundreds of years later their art
work is being sold in the market for millions. Raj Kumar was
a good businessman, he knew how to promote and market his
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products. The market loved the quality of his work and the
transparent ways he did business. He had a large network of
suppliers, shippers and skilled workers who he could mobilize.
He was good at raising money for large work and he invested
his earnings well. The good thing about the investments he
made was that it allowed the business (On Metal) to really
expand. Many artists and smaller businesses benefitted from On
Metal’s expansion. Raj Kumar also was good at complying with
regulation.

Honoring him by completing his dream project- the world’s
tallest Bhairab mask

The demand for Raj Kumar’s time and skill was growing
rapidly when he fell sick and passed away. Besides a number
of larger orders, he was finishing a Buddha statue at Lumbini
and undertaking restoration work at Mahabouddha. On top of
all this we were working on his dream project, to put up the
largest and tallest mask of the Bhairab at the southern edge
of the Kathmandu valley in the Nepal Art Village (NAV). He
was president of this company and leading this project that is
now incomplete. If we want to honor the man, the artist and the
success of late Raj Kumar Shakya, we must all come together and
complete all his projects. His legacy must live on in the form of
his work and the high standards he set will have to be followed
by everyone.
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Rajkumar Shakya; a personal
remembrance

n 2009, I first stood on the doorstep of the

familial home of Rajkumar Shakya, son of
Rudra Raj, in Okubahal, Patan. As a foreigner,
a woman, and a complete metalworking
neophyte, I was seeking the approval to
apprentice myself to a family of master
repousse artists whose legacy stretched back
to 1564 A.D. with the establishment of the
Mahabouddha temple in Patan. To say that
I was nervous and excited is a profound
understatement. Yet despite this—or perhaps because of it—
Rajkumar generously welcomed me into his home and family,
and effectively his family’s history.

Maureen Drdak*

It is no exaggeration to say that Rajkumar Shakya’s reception of
me and his opinion of my work determined the course of my
art for the foreseeable future; the pursuit of that path ultimately
led to my 2011 Fulbright Fellowship and my pioneering work
in establishing the first synthesis of repousse metalwork and
painting. It was Rajkumar who generously provided me with
his signed official invitation to study with the family atelier that
helped secure for me that life-changing grant. It is this memory,
the reverence in which I hold his family’s legacy, my continual
discovery and esteem for this practice, and my deep affection
and respect for his memory, his family, and the dedicated and
talented artisans with whom I've had the privilege of working,
that drive me forward in the continued creative exploration of
that path. But the vision that brought me to Rajkumar’s doorstep
began in 2005 when I had first come to Nepal, and where, for

*2011 Fulbright Fellow for Art in Nepal
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the first time I beheld the magnificent gilded repousse toranas
of the Kathmandu Valley. The light flickering on the golden
tissue thin remains of once thickly fire-gilded surfaces and the
underlying chromatic complexities of the resulting patination of
the gorgeous repousse forms presented a uniquely mesmerizing
visual experience. What was the process, and who were the artists
who created such opulent beauty!? It was the unforgettable
experiences of this beauty created by unknown Newar masters,
that inspired within me the questionable possibility of combining
repousse metalwork with painting.

In order to answer that question, I needed to identify and locate
the finest living practitioners of the form. An intense internet
search ensued which provided an article written by the late
preeminent expert on Newar art, Dr. Mary Slusser; the masters I
was searching for were the grandsons of the celebrated historic
master Kuber Singh Shakya — the eldest son was Rajkumar, who
with his brothers Rabindra and Rajendra, owned and operated
the familial atelier in Imadol. Described by Dr. Slusser as an
“art of the cognoscenti,” the extremely demanding nature and
technical challenges of the practice made me momentarily
hesitate. But I wrote to Rajkumar with my wild notion, and to
my eternal gratitude, he generously invited me to his home.
But before he agreed to apprentice me, he first would have to
examine my work and render his verdict.

Knowing this family’s excellence in the creation of images of
the gods, I had prepared a folio of my best representational
work to assure them of my professional bone fides. I remember
being submerged in the melodious sounds of Newa bhasa as
an earnest discussion with his brothers Rabindra and Rajendra
ensued, accompanied by an intense scrutiny of my work and
examination of my intentions. After what seemed to me to be an
eternity, Rajkumar smiled, approved my request, and indicated
that due to a large project which commanded his full attention he
was assighing the supervision and tutelage of me to his brother
Rabindra, who has since become in every creative respect my
treasured guru, colleague and friend. I returned to my apartment
that evening, feeling as if I had entered a dream from which I did
not want to awaken.
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In the days and years following that first historic meeting with
Rajkumar, my life continued to be influenced and blessed by his
generosity. Innumerable memories of his kindness, inspiration
and warmth fill my mind and heart. Though preoccupied and
deeply involved with the family’s many important commissions,
he never forgot to check in with my progress in the atelier, share
insights and guidance on my work, and most importantly,
impart his unflagging encouragement. My technical progress
with the most demanding practice of repousse (thwojya-majya)
was, to be generous with myself, initially quite fitful and uneven;
Rajkumar’s enthusiasm and optimism were often the only things
that kept me from “throwing in the hammers”!

I finally exhibited my Fulbright work--along with my
guruji Rabindra--at our joint exhibition, “Eternal Visions—
Contemporary Forms,” at Siddhartha Art Gallery in 2012.
Rajkumar honored my work with his expressed desire to be
photographed with bothmeand Rabindrain front of my statement
work, “The Flying Nagas.” The acknowledgement of such a
great Master for my work and achievement was very generous,
and characteristic of Rajkumar. This important landmark in my
creative life—one that has directed and informed my work to
the present day-- simply would not have been possible without
Rajkumar’s support, encouragement and affirmation.

Though the family’s reception of me depended upon Rajkumar’s
initial approval and acceptance, the family has embraced me in
so many ways that they have become, truly, my Newar family.
And by extension, my respect and affections for the dedicated
and wonderful artisans who create within the family’s three
ateliers —and the rich experience of working with them —are one
of my life’s greatest joys.

So many memories flood my mind and heart. One of my most
delightful remembrances was a day trip to Nuwakot with
Rajkumar and Rabindra. Starting out early and climbing the
rugged path to the fortress was breathtaking and the experience
of the historic buildings was simply unforgettable. I remember
Rajkumar emphasizing the immense massive thickness of the fort
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walls with his outstretched arms, good naturedly admiring and
acknowledging the achievements of earlier craftsmen regardless
of the contentious history involved —a gesture that especially
impresses me in these divisive times. The memory of him
standing and smiling with his arms outspread was, in retrospect,
a gestural metaphor for the measure of the man. Following the
all-too-brief tour of this historic Newar town, we stopped for
dinner at a trout farm where we took in the beauties of Nepal’s
luxurious hill county; a beautiful closing for an unforgettable
day, one which often resurfaces in my mind when enjoying an
especially lovely sunset in the hill country.

Another memory of Rajkumar is of his 2011 Dashain home
visit and later return to the site of his greatest creation, the
colossal repousse Padmasambhava in Takela, Bhutan. Dashain
is my favorite festival and the family celebration and bhoj
were especially warm and intense. I remember the sadness but
tremendous pride with which Rajkumar was seen off, along with
those artisans who had accompanied him, and sallied forth into
art history. I have photos of that departure which I treasure...but
most touching for me was my inclusion with such warmth in this
emotional family event.

One of the most beautiful and deeply personal memories of my
life was my inclusion in the women’s procession of Rajkumar’s
father Rudra Raj's in his eighty-eighth janku celebration. My
heart is perpetually moved by every remembrance of that honor,
and the warmth of that familial embrace remains one of my most
treasured memories, magnified by the recent tragic passing of
Rudra Raj. It was Rudra Raj who, though laboring in relative
obscurity, had the strength; vision and determination to train all
three sons in his ancient and celebrated art form, thus ensuring
the line of masters dating from 1564 A.D. remain unbroken,
ensuring its survival and flourishing into the future.

Rajkumar was a man of tremendous talent and intense ambition.
His work to bring to completion the repousse colossus of
Padmasambhava in Bhutan was arguably the crowning
achievement of his life, and a cultural landmark for Nepal. It is
important to mention here that the credit for this achievement
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must be shared among the Rajkumar’s brothers Rabindra and
Rajendra—and the exceptionally talented artisans--without
which this majestic achievement would not have been possible.
But the superlative talent, skill and dedication, and the immense
organizational acumen of Rajkumar in directing this creation
and bringing it to full completion must be fully recognized and
celebrated. It is ultimately the extraordinary vision of Rajkumar
Shakya that places him among the very greatest Newar masters;
he truly does walk in the footsteps of the illustrious Newar
Master Arniko. His creative achievements present not only a
vision but provide the groundwork for the expansion of new and
ever more pioneering pathways for his family. These pathways
will be traveled by his brothers and sons, and that vision will
illuminate their way as they pursue ever greater heights of Newar
repousse in fulfillment of their illustrious destiny of giving form
to the gods in blazing copper and shimmering gold.
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